Tightly spiral shaped Gram negative bacteria were seen in the gastric biopsies obtained from two patients undergoing gastroscopy. Active chronic gastritis was present in both patients and one patient also had gastric ulceration. Attempts to culture the organism by a number of methods were unsuccessful but positive urease results were obtained in both patients. Both At presentation the pain was described as being epigastric and worse at night and with food. He felt bloated after small amounts offood.
In 1983 Dr J Warren reported an association between the presence of curved bacilli in gastric biopsies and the presence of active chronic gastritis. ' medical or family history. He had no contact with animals except for a dog obtained after the onset of his illness.
At endoscopy the oesophagus, stomach, and duodenum were normal. The Gram stained smear of the biopsy material revealed numerous Gram negative tightly spiralled organisms (Fig  1) . Histology of the biopsies showed antral gastric mucosa with fragments of muscularis mucosae. The surface epithelium was intact but contained the occasional polymorphonuclear leukocyte. The The patient was seen again four weeks later where it was planned to obtain follow up biopsies after a period without colloidal bismuth sub- We do not know if the clinical presentations of our patients were related to their gastric infection. We include their clinical data so that it may be compared with that of other patients found to be infected with this organism. It may be difficult to acquire information about any clinical syndromes associated with the organism because of its rarity. McNulty et al encountered only six cases in a series of 1650 patients6 and we have only seen two cases in over 700 Auckland patients biopsied to detect H pylori.8" Routine processing of gastric biopsies for histology or electron microscopy results in con- 
